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Chapters 4 — 6 

Theme 

Date: 	  

Objective: 	Identifying the protagonist and his or her relationship to the emerging themes 

Activity 

Literature about young people frequently has their "coming of age" as a major theme. Of the three young 
people in this story, which one do you suppose is going to be the character who begins to understand the 
world? On the accompanying chart, list the reasons one might argue for or against each character being 
the protagonist. 
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Reasons Against Character Reasons For 

Dill 

Scout 

Jem 

Atticus 
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IDENTIFYING THE PROTAGONIST THROUGH HIS OR HER COMING OF AGE CHART 
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Objective: 	Inferring meaning and identifying where and how plot, characterization, and theme come 
together 

Activity 

I. What meaning is there behind Jem's words that are in italics? What thematic idea does this selection 
suggest? 

I was desperate: "Look, it ain't worth it, Jem. A lickin' hurts but it doesn't last. You'll get your head shot off, 
Jem. Please..." He blew out his breath patiently. "I—it's like this, Scout," he muttered. "Atticus ain't never 
whipped me since I can remember. I wanta keep it that way" 

2. What is Scout's meaning in the following? 

This was a thought. It seemed that Atticus threatened us every other day. "You mean he never caught you at 
anything." "Maybe so, but—I just wanta keep it that way, Scout. We shouldn'a done that tonight, Scout." It 
was then, I suppose, that Jem and I first began to part company. Sometimes I did not understand him, but my 
periods of bewilderment were short lived, 

3. The chapter ends as follows: 

"There he was, returning to me. His white shirt bobbed over the back fence and slowly grew larger. He came 
up the back steps, latched the door behind him, and sat on his cot. Wordlessly, he held up his pants. He lay 
down. And for a while I heard his cot trembling. Soon he was still, I did not hear him stir again." 

What do you suppose the author wants the reader to conclude or infer? 
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Beginning of Chapter 6 	 End of Chapter 6 Character 

Dill 

Jem 

Scout 
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4. Note any changes in the three characters during the course of this chapter. 

5. Which one of the three children would you say is the major character in this chapter? Cite incidents 
from the chapter to support your answer. 
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