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S - 5 Reproducible Student Worksheet

Pre-Reading

Allusion as Related to Historical Forces

Objective:  Appreciating the economic, social, and historical forces relevant to this story

Activity

Only rarely will an author directly state during what time period a story is taking place, but because the 
historical context of a story can be critical to the story, as it is in To Kill A Mockingbird, the author does 
give us some clues. The following sentence contains an allusion that allows us to date this time period very 
accurately: “Maycomb County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself.”

The sentence alludes to a line in Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s First Inaugural Address, delivered to the United 
States on March 4, 1933. After reading the four enclosed paragraphs from this speech, state in a few sentences 
what you learned about the conditions facing the country during the years this story took place.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s First Inaugural Address

Washington, D.C., March 4, 1933

 I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will address them 
with a candor and a decision, which the present situation of our nations impels. This is preeminently the time 
to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions 
in our country today. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first 
of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, 
unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our 
national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people 
themselves, which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in 
these critical days. 
 In such a spirit on my part and on yours we face our common difficulties. They concern, thank God, 
only material things. Values have shrunken to fantastic levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pay has fallen; 
government of all kinds is faced by serious curtailment of income; the means of exchange are frozen in the 
currents of trade; the withered leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; farmers find no markets for 
their produce; the savings of many years in thousands of families are gone.
 More important, a host of unemployed citizens face the grim problem of existence and an equally great 
number toil with little return. Only a foolish optimist can deny the dark realities of the moment.
 Yet our distress comes from no failure of substance. We are stricken by no plague of locusts. Compared 
with the perils which our forefathers conquered because they believed and were not afraid, we have still 
much to be thankful for. Nature still offers her bounty and human efforts have multiplied it. Plenty is at our 
doorstep, but a generous use of it languishes in the very sight of the supply. Primarily this is because the rulers 
of the exchange of mankind’s goods have failed, through their own stubbornness and their own incompetence, 
have admitted their failure, and abdicated. Practices of the unscrupulous moneychangers stand indicted in the 
court of public opinion, rejected by the hearts and minds of men.
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In 1933, the United State was beginning to recover from the Great Depression. In this speech, Roosevelt 
referred to a lack of values in America. Note that later in the book, during the trial, Atticus says the year 
is 1935, indicating that two years have passed. Historians believe that the crash of the stock market was 
largely due to the fraud and corruption in big businesses and on Wall Street at the time. Roosevelt also 
discussed the high unemployment rate in the country and the poor wages paid to those people who 
could find work. He believed that the taxes were too high and that there were too many bank closures. 
Americans had little or no savings to fall back on. Many farmers were out of work because no market 
existed for many farm products. 

The tone of the speech is designed to encourage optimism and strength in difficult times.
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Pre-Reading

Socio-Historical Forces

Objectives: Understanding the socio-historical forces that are relevant to this story’s setting
    Drawing generalizations based on specific details

Activity

Draw generalizations about the following topics. Use knowledge you have from history class, encyclopedias, 
the Internet, or other sources:

Ku Klux Klan: __________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Jim Crow laws: _________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Race relations in the 1930s: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________


