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Even before the first act of Romeo and Juliet, the Chorus reveals how the play ends. The audiences learns 
that Romeo and Juliet take their lives, but if it "with patient ears attend, / What here [the Prologue] shall 
miss, our toil shall strive to mend." In other words, the end is merely a single element of the tragedy; it is 
the story that is most important—not just the end. 

One of the many techniques that Shakespeare employs to enhance the story of Romeo and Juliet 
is foreshadowing. Unlike the revelation in the Prologue, which is not considered foreshadowing, the 
occurrences throughout the play are subtle and indirect. Sometimes they are overlooked, but if not, they 
become catalysts that intensify the drama. 

We have provided eight instances of foreshadowing in Romeo and Juliet on the Foreshadow Interpretation 
Chart. Each instance includes a reference to its location in the play Knowing the character sources and 
the contexts of the foreshadowing might help your interpretations. 

Complete the Foreshadow Interpretation Chart by identifying the real event to which each instance of 
foreshadowing refers. The first item is completed for you. 
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FORESHADOW INTERPRETATION CHART 

Foreshadowing 

"Take thou some new infection to thy 
eye, / And the rank poison of the old 
will die." 

Act, Scene Interpretation—Object of Foreshadow 

Benvolio tells Romeo that his lovesickness will fade when 
he allows himself to see a new mate. Romeo's forgets about 
Rosaline when he sees Juliet for the first time. 

Act I, Scene II 

"I fear, too early: for my mind misgives 
/ Some consequence, yet hanging in 
the stars, / Shall bitterly begin his 
fearful date / With this night's revels, 
and expire the term / Of a despised 
life closed in my breast, / By some vile 
forfeit of untimely death." 

"I will withdraw: but this intrusion 
shall / Now seeming sweet, convert to 
bitterest gall." 

"Go ask his name. If he be married, / 
My grave is like to be my wedding bed." 

"but come what sorrow can, / It cannot 
countervail the exchange of joy / That 
one short minute gives inc in her sight: 
/ Do thou but close our hands with 
holy words, / Then love-devouring 
death do what he dare. / It is enough I 
may but call her mine. 

"This day's black fate on more days 
doth depend; / This but begins the woe 
others must endi" 

"Methinks I see thee, now thou art 
below, / As one dead in the bottom of a 
tomb: / Either my eyesight fails or thou 
look'st pale." 

"Delay this marriage for a month, a 
week; / Or, if you do not, make the 
bridal bed / In that dim monument 
where Tyhalt lies." 
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