
English 1 
Mrs. Leone 
Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare 
Study Guide Packet – Act IV 
 
Name _____________________________ 
 

Act IV 
Guided Reading Questions 
Act IV, Scene 1 

1. Who does Juliet meet at Friar Laurence’s cell? 
 
 
 

2. Why do you think Shakespeare includes this chance meeting between the couple? 
 
 
 

3. What does Juliet threaten to do if Friar Laurence cannot help her? 
 
 
 

4. What is Friar Laurence’s plan? 
 
 
 
Act IV, Scene 2 

5. What does Lord Capulet do when Juliet returns home and apologizes? 
 
 
 

6. How will this affect “the plan”? 
 
 
 
Act IV, Scene 3 

7. Before Juliet drinks the sleeping potion, she voices several fears.  What are they? 
 
 
 
Act IV, Scene 4 

8. The Capulets and the Nurse prepare for a wedding, not knowing that the wedding will not take place. Explain 
how this is ironic.  Also, as what type of irony would this be classified? 

 
 
 
 
Act IV, Scene 5 

9. Who discovers Juliet “dead”? 
 
 
 

10. How do the Capulets react to Juliet’s death? 
 
 



 
11. Does the audience feel sympathy for them?  Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Write a definition in your own words. 

 Subtext 

 Orisons 

 Lamentable 

 

Quote Exploration 

Quote Who said To whom 
What does it mean?  

(line by line) 

Act 4.1  
O, bid me leap, rather  
than marry Paris, From  
off the battlements of  
any tower, Or walk in  
thievish ways, or bid me 
lurk where serpents are;  
chain me with roaring  
bears, Or hide me nightly  
in a charnel house,  
O’ercovered quite with  
dead men’s rattling  
bones, With reeky shanks  
and yellow chapless  
skulls…  
And I will do it without  
fear or doubt, To live an 
unstained wife to my  
sweet love.  

   

Act 4.5  
Your part in her you could  
not keep from death, But 
heaven keeps his part in 
eternal life. The most you 
sought was her  
promotion, For ‘twas  
your heaven she should 
be advanced.  

   

 

Act IV Reflection 
12. Make some judgments about Friar Lawrence’s plan for Juliet to fake her death. Was it a good plan? Is there a 

better plan that he could have offered? As the adult who married them, what kind of responsibility does he have 
toward the well-being of Romeo and Juliet? 

 
 
 
 
 



13. Make some judgments about Juliet’s decision to drink the potion. Did she make the right choice? Does she 
demonstrate strength or cowardice when she drink the potion?  

 
 
 
 

Looking Forward to Act V 
14. Each of Shakespeare’s plays has five acts. Act V will conclude the play. Can you see a way for the play to end 

favorably? If so, describe it. If not, explain why not.  
 
 
 

15. If Romeo and Juliet asked for your advice now, what would you suggest?  
 
 
 

16. What role and responsibilities do you think Friar Lawrence should have going forward?  
 


