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Act III 

Interpreting Shakespeare  

Objective: 	Interpreting the meaning of Shakespeare's language 

Activity 

In the third act, Friar Laurence responds to Romeo's contemplation of suicide: 

Friar Laurence: Hold thy desperate hand: 
Art thou a man? Thy form cries out thou art: 
Thy tears are womanish; thy wild acts denote 
The unreasonable fury of a beast: 
Unseemly woman in a seeming man! 
Or ill-beseeming beast in seeming both! 
Thou hast amazed me: By my holy order, 
I thought thy disposition better temper'd.. 
Hast thou slain Tybalt? Wilt thou slay thyself? 
And slay thy lady that in thy life lives, 
By doing damned hate upon thyself? 
Why raiFst thou on thy birth, the heaven, and earth? 
Since birth and heaven and earth, all three, do meet 
In thee at once, which thou at once wouldst lose. 
Fie, fie, thou sham'st thy shape, thy love, thy wit: 
Which, like a usurer, abound'st in all, 
And usest none in that true use indeed.  
Which should bedeck thy shape, thy love, thy wit: 
Thy noble shape is but a form of wax, 
Digressing from the valour of a man; 
Thy dear love sworn, but hollow perjury, 
Killing that love which thou hast vow'd to cherish; 
Thy wit, that ornament to shape and love, 
Mis-shapen in the conduct of them both, 
Like powder in a skilless soldier's flask 
Is set a-fire by thine own ignorance, 
And thou dismember'd with thine own defence. 

Rewrite Friar Laurence's statement in your own words. Use modern English. 
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Act III, Scene III 

Friar Laurence: 	Restrain yourself. 
Are you a man? You look like a man, 
but your tears are feminine, and your behavior resembles 
that of an unreasonable beast. 
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Act III 

Theme 

Objective: 	Identifying thematic occurrences 

Activity 

Date: 

Love and fate are the dominant themes of Romeo and Juliet, but a close third is that of the conflicting 
ideas among social groups. The feuding families, the parental figures, the church, Romeo's peers, and the 
government all have varying perspectives of what is right and wrong. A simple example of this conflict is the 
secret marriage. Romeo and Juliet regard the marriage as proper, but the feuding families do not; therefore, a 
conflict exists between Romeo and Juliet's representative group and that of the feuding families. 

Complete the Conflict Chart by identifying at least two conflicting parties represented in each quote. We 
have provided a list of quotations and events from Romeo and Juliet, as well as a bank of social groups to 
choose from. 

Remember, this theme involves conflicts between two institutions. Each quote will require two answers. 
Then explain your answer 

Example: 

A. Romeo and Juliet (teenagers) B. The Church C. The Government 
D. The Feuding Families E. 	Parental Figures E Romeo's Peers 
G. Fathers H. Mothers 1. The Upper Class (the wealthy) 
J. The Lower Class (servants) 

I, J 	"What, art thou drawn among these heartless hinds?" (Act I, Scene I) 

The answer to this quote is I (The Upper Class) and J (The Lower Class), because Tybalt, a kinsman of the 
Capulets, uses a condescending reference to the servants in order to insult Benvolio. 
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A. Young Lovers (Romeo and Juliet) 
C. The Government (the Prince) 
E. Parental Figures (Parents, Nurse) 
G. Fathers 
I. Men 
K. Citizens of Verona 

B. The Church (Father Lawrence) 
D. The Feuding Families 
F Romeo's Male Peers 
H. Mothers 
J. Women 
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CONFLICT WORKSHEET 

1. "I'll look to like, if looking liking move: / But no more deep will I endart mine eye / Than your 
consent gives strength to make it fly" (Act I, Scene III) 

2. "If you ever disturb our streets again / Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace" (Act I, Scene I) 

	 3. "Content thee, gentle coz, let him alone, / [...] I would not for the wealth of all this town / Here 
in my house do him disparagement." (Act I, Scene V) 

	 4. "Deny thy father and refuse thy name; / Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, / And I'll no 
longer be a Capulet." (Act II, Scene II) 

	 5. "0, she knew well / Thy love did read by rote and could not spell." (Act II, Scene Ill) 

	 6. "But come, young waverer, come, go with me, / In one respect I'll thy assistant be; / For this alliance 
may so happy prove, / To turn your households' rancour to pure love." (Act II, Scene III) 

	 7. "0 flesh, flesh, how art thou fishified! Now is he for the numbers that Petrarch flowed in." (Act II, 
Scene IV) 

	 8. "But old folks, many feign as they were dead— / Unwieldy, slow, heavy, and pale as lead." (Act II, 
Scene IV) 

	 9. (to Romeo, before fighting with Tybalt) "0 calm, dishonourable, vile submission!" (Act III, 
Scene I) 

	 10. "Clubs, bills, and partisans! strike! beat them down! / Down with the Capulets! down with the 
Montagues!" (Act I, Scene I) 

	 11. "There's not trust, no faith, no honesty in men; / All perjured, all forsworn, all naught, all 
dissemblers." (Act III, Scene II) 

	 12. "swear by the gracious self [Romeo], / Which is the god of my idolatry" (Act II, Scene II) 
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