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March 23, 1775 
Mr. President: No man thinks more highly than I do of the patri-
otism, as well as abilities, of the very worthy gentlemen who have 
just addressed the House. But different men often see the same 
subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope that it will not be 
thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, if, entertaining as I do 
opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth 
my sentiments freely and without reserve. This is no time for cer-
emony. The question before the House is one of awful moment to 
this country. For my own part I consider it as nothing less than a 

iU question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magni-
tude of the subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only 
in this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great 
responsibility which we hold to God and our country. Should I 
keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of giving 

is offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my 
country, and of an act of disloyalty towards the majesty of heav-
en, which I revere above all earthly kings. 

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of 
hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and lis- 

20 ten to the song of that siren, till she transforms us into beasts. Is 
this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle 
for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, 

GUIDE FOR READING 

1 Mr. President: the president of 
the Virginia Convention, Peyton 
Randolph. 

5 entertaining: holding in mind. 

1-7 Henry states his respect for 
the previous speakers, a technique 
called "concession to the 
opposition." What effect might 
this have on the audience? 

8 The question before the House: 
Henry proposed resolutions to 
prepare the Virginia colony for war 
and gave this speech to support 
those resolutions. 

20 song ... beasts: an allusion 
to Homer's Odyssey. The sirens' 
seductive song lured sailors to their 
deaths. The goddess Circe lured 
men to her island and then 
magically transformed them into 
pigs. Henry compares "the illusions 
of hope" to these dangerous 
mythical creatures. 
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tl 

54 entreaty (6n-tria't6): earn a; 
request plea; supplication C. 
kronen): the act of asking7:0; 
something humbly or earneif.  

±" 

59 remonstrated (rY-mdn!a, 
objected. 

60 interposition; inte 

1-4 

having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things which 
so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For my part, whatev- 

25 er anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole 
truth—to' knOw the worst and to provide for it. 

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the 
lamp of experience. I know of no way of judging of the future but 
by the past. And judging by the past, I wish to know what there 

30 has been in the conduct of the British ministry for the last ten 
years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been 
pleased to solace themselves and the House? Is it that insidious  
smile with which our petition has been lately received? Trust it 
not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to 

35 be betrayed with a kiss. 
Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition com-

ports with these warlike preparations which cover our waters and 
darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love 
and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be 

40 reconciled that force must be called in to win back our love? Let 
us not deceive ourselves, sin. These are the implements of war and 
subjugation—the last arguments to which kings resort. I ask gen-
tlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if its purpose be not to 
force us to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible 

45 motives for it? Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the 
world, to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, 
sir, she has none. They are meant for us; they can be meant for no 
other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains 
which the British ministry have been so long forging. 

so And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try argument? 
Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years. Have we any-
thing new to offer on the subject? Nothing. We have held the 
subject up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been all 
in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? 

55 What terms shall we find which have not been already exhausted? 
Let us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. 

Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert the 
storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have 
remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves 

so before the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the 
tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions 
have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional 
violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and 
we have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the throne. 

23 having eyes ... hear not: an 
allusion to Ezekiel 12:2. 

24 temporal: worldly. 

32 solace (odl it's): comfort. 

34 snare: trap. 

35 betrayed with a kiss: a biblical- 
allusion to the Apostle Judas, wh 
betrayed Jesus. When soldiers 
came to arrest Jesus, Judas 

identified him by kissing him.  

38-49 What does Henry say i 

reason for the British military 
buildup in America? 

50-55 Notice how Henry usey.- 
rhetorical questions to antidaa 
the arguments of his oppon40 
How effective is this techniqP4 

a.  I 

1 

insidious (Yn-sYd'e-as) adj. treacherous 
WORDS subjugation (silb'ja-ga sshan) n. control by conquering 

TO 
	

martial (marshal) adj. warlike 
KNOW 
	

tyrannical Iti-ran'T-kel) adj. harsh; oppressive 
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	 spurn (spOrn) v to reject scornfully 



65 In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace 
and reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. 

If we wish to be free—if we mean to preserve inviolate those 
inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contend-
ing—if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which 

70 we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged our-
selves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest 
shall be obtained, we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An 
appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all that is left us! 

They tell us, sir, that we are weak—unable to cope with so 
75 formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be 

the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally dis-
armed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in every house? 
Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we  
acquire the means of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our 

so backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our ene-
mies shall have bound us hand and foot? 

Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of those means 
which the God of nature hath placed in our power. Three millions 
of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a coun- 

85 try as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our 
enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our bat-
tles alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of 
nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. 
The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the 

90 active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base 
enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. 
There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are 
forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The 
war is inevitable—and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come! 

95 It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, 
"Peace! peace!"—but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! 
The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the 
clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! 
Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What 

100 would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be pur-
chased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty 
God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give 
me liberty, or give me death! + 

67 inviolate (fn-vre-lit): not 
violated; intact. 

68 inestimable (Yn-Fisite-me-bell:';  
extremely valuable. 

69 basely (MOB): dishonorably, 

72-73 Henry has reached the main 
point of his speech. What is Henry! 
trying to convince his listeners to 
do? 

74-94 In these two paragraphs, 
what reasons does Henry give 
taking military action now? 

89 battle .., strong alone: an 
allusion to Ecclesiastes 9:11=l 
race is not to the swift, nor a,  
battle to the strong." 

90 election: choice. 

95 extenuate Cfk-stbrity66- 
lessen the seriousness of e 
by providing partial excuse', 

97 the next gale ... 
colonists in MassachusettS: 
already shown open resists 
the British and were on th 

of war. 

102-103 What emotions, 
Henry appeal to with the 
of his speech? 
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ntidable (fOr imi-de-ball adt difficult to defeat 
veillarf(dd ivar-se'r vel n. an opponent 
esOliition (r-rdz ie-lo-O'shen) n. uncertainty; indecision .   , 

tibia lin-vin ise-bell adj. unbeatable „ 
nt (vita-fent) adj. alert; watchful 
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THE BOSTON TEA PARTY 
Dave Barry 

paragraphs, 
Henry give 
m now? 

I alone: an 
tes 9:11— 
rift, nor the 

6n),(M-fit): to 
ss of, especiai 
excuses. 

.,north: Some, 
usetts had 
resistance to 
on the brink 

ions does 
the last lines 

One afternoon some freedom-loving 
colonists known as the Boston Patriots were 

. 
sitting around their locker room, trying to 
think up ways to throw off the yoke of 
colonial oppression. Suddenly one of them, 
Bob, had an idea: 

"Hey!" he said. "Let's dress up like the 
locals and throw tea into the harbor!" 

Instantly the other Patriots were gal- 
vanized. "What was that?" they shouted. 

"A galvanic reaction," responded Bob. 
"Named for the Italian physiologist Luigi 
Galvani (1737-1798), who conducted 
experiments wherein he sent electrical 
currents through the legs of frogs." 

But the Boston Patriots were not the only 
people engaging in inhumane scientific 
research during the colonial era. Another 
person doing this was Benjamin Franklin, 
who, in a famous experiment, sought to prove 
his theory that if you flew a kite in a 
rainstorm, a huge chunk of electricity would 

come shooting down the string and damage 
your brain. Sure enough, he was right, and he 
spent the rest of his days making bizarre, 
useless, and unintelligible statements such 
as: "A penny saved is a penny earned." 
Eventually he became so dodderingly pathetic 
that he had to be placed in charge of the U.S. 
Postal Service. Also around this time women 
and minority groups were accomplishing a 
great many achievements. 

But getting back to the Boston Patriots: 
Later that night, they boldly carried out 
Bob's bold plan of dressing up as Native 
Americans and throwing tea into the harbor, 
but for some reason this did not result in 
Independence. "Maybe we should also toss 
in some lemon," somebody suggested. And 
so they did this, and then they tried some 
Sweet 'n Low; still no sign of Independence. 
Also the harbor was starting to look like a 
toxic-waste dump, which did not go 
unnoticed by early ancestors of future 
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president George Herbert Walker Piedmont 
Harrington Armoire Vestibule Bush. 

This angered the king, so he ordered 
Parliament to pass the Stamp Act, under 
which every time the colonists made a 
purchase, the cashier would give them some 
stamps, and they had to paste these into 
books, which was even more boring than 
churning butter, When the colonists had 
acquired a certain number of stamps, they 
were required to go down to the Royal 
Stamp Redemption Center and exchange 
them for cheap cookware (£ 4.5 million) or 
tacky folding card tables (£ 3 billion). As you 
can imagine, this was less than popular with 
the colonists, whose anger was eloquently 
expressed by Tom Paine in his fiery pamphlet 
Common Sense, which, in its most famous 
passage, states: "How many fondue sets does 
any one colonial family need?" 

This further enraged the king, who, as you 
have probably gathered by now, had the 
political savvy of a croissant. He ordered 
Parliament to pass the Irritation Acts, whose 
entire purpose was to make life in the colo-
nies even more miserable. These included: 

1. The Sneeze Shield Act, requiring that all 
colonial salad bars had to have shields 
suspended over them—allegedly for 
"sanitary" purposes, but actually 
intended to make it difficult for short 
colonists to reach the chickpeas. 

2.The Pill Blockade Act, requiring that 
colonial aspirin bottles had to come with 
wads of cotton stuffed in the top, 
making the aspirin virtually inaccessible, 
especially to colonists with hangovers. 

3.The Eternal Container Act, requiring 
that colonists who purchased appliances 
had to save the original packing cartons 
forever and ever, passing them down 
through the generations, or else they 
would void their warranties. 

All of these factors caused the tension in 
the colonies to mount with each passing day, 
as can be seen from the following chart: 

Level of Colonial Tension 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 	Fri 	Sat Sun 

It was amid this climate of rising tension 
and anger, with a 50 percent chance of 
lingering afternoon and evening violence, 
that the First Continental Congress was held 
It met in Philadelphia, and its members, 
realizing that the actions they took in this 
hour of crisis could very well determine the 
fate of the New World, voted, after many 
hours of angry debate, to give themselves a 
pay raise. There was no turning back now. 
Clearly, the stage had been set for the 
Discussion Questions. 

Discussion Questions 
1. Do you think Unitas should have started 

for the Colts? 
2. What the hell are chickpeas, anyway? 

212 UNIT TWO PART 2: THE RIGHT TO BE FREE 
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QUICKWRITES MAWR 

3. Choose a passage of the speech that you find 
especially persuasive. Analyze what Henry does 
to make this passage so persuasive. 
Consider 

the effect of rhetorical questions 
• the use of loaded language and emotional 

appeals 
• the development of rational arguments 
• answers offered to opposing arguments 
• other techniques that make his words 

convincing 

4. Think about Henry's famous statement "Give me 
liberty, or give me death!" Do you agree that 
liberty is more important than life itself? Explain 
your answer. 

RELATE 5. The Insight selection, "The Boston Tea Party," 
pokes fun at American patriots and the times in 
which Patrick Henry delivered his speech. Do you 
think Dave Barry's spoof of colonial history is 
funny? Why or why not? 

6. Patrick Henry argued that the actions of King 
George III and the British Parliament posed major 
threats to the liberty of the American colonists. 
In your opinion, what threatens liberty today? 
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FROM PERSONAL RESPONSE TO CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

1. After hearing Henry's speech, would you have voted 
to prepare for war? In your notebook, tell why or 
why not. 

2. In your view, what is the most convincing 
point Henry makes in his argument? 
Consider 
• all the main points he makes in the 

speech 
• whether his reason for wanting to 

fight is the one you circled in the 
Personal Connection activity as the most 
compelling reason a patriot might go 
to war 

ANOTHER PATHWAY 
Respond as one of these people might to 

specific points in Henry's speech: (1) an American- 
born colonist whose grandparents were British; (2) a 
Loyalist, or an American colonist who sides with the 

British; (3) an African enslaved in the Virginia 
colony; or (4) a Native American. 

1. Write the first paragraphs of a 
newspaper report that might have 
been published in the colonial Virginia 
Gazette. Describe Henry's speech and 
its probable effect on his audience. 

2. Draft a rebuttal opposing Henry's 
point of view. Offer a counter- 
argument in favor of peaceful 
compromise with the British. 

3. Parody is writing that imitates either 
the style or the subject matter of a 
literary work for comic effect. In "The 
Boston Tea.  Party," for example, Dave 
Barry parodies serious historical 
accounts of the Revolutionary era by 
adding nonsensical elements from 
modern times. Write your own 
parody of Patrick Henry's speech. 

glic PORTFOLIO Save your writing. You 
may want to use it later as a spring-
board to a piece for your portfolio. 
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