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Husband 
Chair-seat cover (about 1725), embroidered by a 
member of the Bradstreet family. Cotton threads, linen 
warp, wool embroidery, 43 cm x 47 cm. Gift of Samuel 
Bradstreet, courtesy of Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
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If ever two were one, then surely we. 
If ever man were loved by wife, then thee; 
If ever wife was happy in a man, 
Compare with me, ye women, if you can. 

s I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold 
Or all the riches that the East doth hold. 
My love is such that rivers cannot quench, 
Nor ought but love from thee, give recompense. 
Thy love is such I can no way repay, 

10 The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray. 
Then while we live, in love let's so persevere 
That when we live no more, we may live ever. 

GUIDE FOR READING 

8 recompense (roleam-p6nsr): 
payment in return for something, 
such as a service. 

9-12 What relationship is seen 
between earthly love and eternal 
life? 

11 persevere: In Bradstreet's time, 

persevere would have been 
pronounced pOr-sbvi er, which 
rhymes with ever. 

FROM PERSONAL RESPONSE TO CRITICAL ANALYSIS 
REFLECT 1. Which line or lines in this poem do you like best? Share your choice with your 

classmates. 

RETHINK 2. What do you think Bradstreet is saying in the last two lines of the poem? 

3. What emotions does Bradstreet express toward her husband? Point out the words 
that make you think so. 

RELATE 4. Do you know of any couples who regard each other as Bradstreet and her husband 
do? Describe them. 
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And when I could no longer look, 
I blest His name that gave and took, 

is That laid my goods now in the dust: 
Yea, so it was, and so 'twas just. 
It was His own, it was not mine, 
Far be it that I should repine; 

He might of all justly bereft, 
zo But yet sufficient for us left. 

When by the ruins oft I past, 
My sorrowing eyes aside did cast, 
And here and there the places spy 
Where oft 'I sat and long did lie: 

25 Hete stood that trunk and there that chest, 
There lay that store I counted best. 
My pleasant things in ashes lie, 
And them behold no more shall I. 
Under thy roof no guest shall sit, 
Nor at thy table eat a bit. 

No pleasant tale shall e'er be told, 

Nor things recounted done of old. 
No candle e'er shall shine in thee, 
Nor bridegroom's voice e'er heard shall be. 

35 In silence ever shalt thou lie; 
Adieu, Adieu, all's vanity. 

Then straight I 'gin my heart to chide, 
And did thy wealth on earth abide? 
Didst fix thy hope on mold'ring dust? 

40 The arm of flesh didst make thy trust? 
Raise up thy thoughts above the sky 
That dunghill mists away may fly. 

Thou hast an house on high erect, 
Framed by that mighty Architect, 

as With glory richly furnished, 
Stands permanent though this be fled. 
It's purchased and paid for too 
By Him who hath enough to do. 

A price so vast as is unknown 
so Yet by His gift is made thine own; 

There's wealth enough, I need no more, 
Farewell, my pelf, farewell my store. 
The world no longer let me love, 
My hope and treasure lies above. 

14 I ... took: an allusion to Job 
4:21—"The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord." 

13-18 How does Bradstreet view 
her loss? 

18 repine: to complain or fret; to 
long for something. 

21-36 What does Bradstreet miss 
about her house? 

36 all's vanity: an allusion to 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, "All is vanity," 
meaning that all is temporary and 
meaningless. 

37 chide: to scold mildly so as to 
correct or improve. 

43-54 What is Bradstreet 
comparing to a house? What ideas 
are suggested by this comparison? 

52 pelf: wealth or riches, especially 
when dishonestly acquired. 



RETHINK 2. Explain in your own words why Bradstreet 
feels the way she does at the end of the 
poem. 
Consider 
• her attitude toward wealth and 

material goods 
• her religious beliefs and values 

3. What different emotions does Bradstreet 
express at various points in the poem? Point 
out lines in the poem that support your ideas. 

4. If Bradstreet had lost her husband in the fire, how might 
the poem be different? 

FROM PERSONAL RESPONSE TO CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

REFLECT 1. After reading "Upon the Burning of Our House," what do 
you make of Bradstreet's reaction to her loss? Jot 
down your thoughts in your notebook. 

ANOTHER PATHWAY 

Cooperative Learning 

Working with a small group of classmates, create 
a series of drawings to illustrate the events, 

emotions, and memories in "Upon the Burning of 
Our House" or the sentiments in "To My Dear an 

Loving Husband." Show your drawings to the 
class, identifying specific lines that you 

illustrated. 

QUICKWRITES 

1. Both of Bradstreet's poems are called 
lyric poems because they are short 
and express the thoughts and feelings 
of one speaker. Write a lyric poem; 
that expresses your emotions towa d 
the person or possession you 
described for the Writing Connectio,  
on page 148. Imitate Bradstreet's sty 
if you wish. 

2. In the last two stanzas of "Upon 
Burning of Our House," Bradstreet,  
compares heaven to a house. DeVeJ 

ti 

an analogy, an extended compan 
of two things that have certain 
similarities, to explain your pers01:1 
view of one of the following cons 
heaven, love, God, home, loss, 
marriage, wealth. 

C3 PORTFOLIO Save your writin 
may want to use it later as a sp: 

board to a piece for your port 

RELATE 5. On the basis of "To My Dear and Loving Husband" 
and "Upon the Burning of Our House," how 
would you describe Bradstreet's views of God 
and heaven? 

6. What did you learn about Bradstreet's daily life 
from reading the two poems? 

7. What similarities and differences do you see 
between the two poems? 

THE WRITER'S STYLE 

Like other early American poets, Bradstreet often 
uses inverted syntax, meaning that she reverses 
the expected order of words. In the first line of 
"Upon the Burning of Our House," for example, 
she writes "when rest I took" rather than "when I 
took rest." Rewrite a stanza of this poem, using 
normal word order. How does it compare to the 
original stanza? 

Ar4W-WaS,  WL? 
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SERMON 

from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 
Jonathan Edwards 

PERSONAL CONNECTION 

Think about someone who recently persuaded you to do something—perhaps a parent, 
friend, teacher, coach, or salesperson. What method of persuasion did this person use? 
For example, what was emphasized—the benefits of taking the action or the drawbacks 
of not taking the action? Did this person appeal to your emotions (such as love, fear, or 
pride)? Or did this person appeal to principles (such as justice, efficiency, or frugality)? In 
your notebook, write down what you were persuaded to do, and analyze the method 
of persuasion that worked on you. With your classmates, talk about effective methods 
of persuasion. 

HISTORICAL CONNECTION 

One hundred years after a group of Puritans came to colonial 
America for religious freedom, some Puritans felt that their 
congregations had grown too complacent, or self-satisfied. To 
rekindle the fervor that the early settlers had, Jonathan Edwards 
and other Puritan ministers led the Great Awakening, a religious 
revival that swept through New England from 1734 to 1750. 
Edwards's most famous sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God," was delivered in Enfield, Connecticut, in 1741. In it 
he warned his congregation that being church members would 

not automat ion)/ savethem from hell. He tried to persuade 
them that they had to person al ly experience conversion, a 
transforming. moment in, which they felt God's grace. 

REARMING C IMMECTMait  

Analyzing Persuasive Writing 
Edwards's sermon is an example of 
persuasive writing, which is intendedl  
convince a reader to adopt a particvla 
opinion or to perform a certain action  
you read pieces like this, analyze the 
writer's methods of persuasion. !den) 
what the writer wants you to do on 
reasons he or she wants you to dog'  
the thread of the argument is no 
ous, inake,an Outline, Decide wh,0 
you accept the assumptions the a 
is based on. Also, monitor how yb 
as you read7-tbe writer may use 
Words, phrases, or images to arb 
certain emotions. 
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their wickedness, and does not resent it, that he 
does not let loose his hand and cut them off. 
God is not altogether such an one as themselves, 
though they may imagine him to be so. The 
wrath of God burns against them, their 
damnation does not slumber; the pit is prepared, 
the fire is made ready, the furnace is now hot, 
ready to receive them; the flames do now rage 
and glow. The glittering sword is whet,' and held 
over them, and the pit hath opened its mouth 
under them.. .. 
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la find it easy to tread on and crush a 
1...• worm that we see crawling on the 

earth; so it is easy for us to cut or singe a slender 
thread that any thing hangs by; thus easy is it 
for God when he pleases to cast his enemies 
down to hell. . 

They are now the objects of that very same 
anger and wrath of God, that is expressed in the 
torments of hell. And the reason why they do 
not go down to hell at each moment, is not 
because God, in whose power they are, is not 
then very angry with them; as angry as he is with 
many miserable creatures now tormented in hell, 
who there feel and bear the fierceness of his 
wrath. Yea, God is a great deal more angry with 
great numbers that are now on earth; yea, doubtless, 
with  many that are now in this congregation, 2  who it 
may be are at ease, than he is with many of those 
who are now in the flames of hell. 

So that it is not because God is unmindful of 

1. they: Earlier in the sermon, Edwards refers to all 
"unconverted men," whom he considers God's enemies. 
Unconverted men are people who have not been "born 
again," meaning that they have not accepted Jesus Christ 
and consequently have not experienced a sense of God's 
grace and an assurance of salvation. 

2. this congregation: the Puritans attending the church 
service at which Edwards spoke. 

3. whet: sharpened. 

WORDS 
TO 

KNOW 
wrath (rath) n. fierce anger, or punishment resulting from such anger 
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Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on 
a rotten covering, and there are innumerable 
places in this covering so weak that they will not 
bear their weight, and these places are not seen. 
The arrows of death fly unseen at noonday; the 
sharpest sight cannot discern them. God has so 
many different unsearchable ways of taking 
wicked men out of the world and sending them to 
hell, that there is nothing to make it appear, that 
God had need to be at the expense of a miracle, 
or go out of the ordinary course of his providence, 
to destroy any wicked man, at any moment :  ... 

that, thus it is that natural men 4  are 
held in the hand of God, over the pit 

of hell; they have deserved the fiery pit, and are 
already sentenced to it; and God is dreadfully 
provoked, his anger is as great towards them as 
to those that are actually suffering the executions 
of the fierceness of his wrath in hell; and they 
have done nothing in the least to appease or 
abate that anger, neither is God in the least 
bound by any promise to hold them up one 
moment; the devil is waiting for them, hell is 
gaping for them, the flames gather and flash 
about them, and would fain lay hold on them, 
and swallow them up; the fire pent up in their 
own hearts is struggling to break out: and they 
have no interest in any Mediator, 6  there are no 
means within reach that can be any security to 
them. In short, they have no refuge, nothing to 
take hold of.... 

The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the 
arrow made ready on the string, and justice 
bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the 
bow, and it is nothing but the mere pleasure of 
God, and that of an angry God, without any 
promise or obligation at all, that keeps the arrow 
one moment from being made drunk with your 
blood. Thus all you that never passed under a 

great change of heart, by the mighty power of 
the Spirit of God upon your souls; all you that 
were never born again, and made new creatures, 
and raised from being dead in sin, to a state of 
new, and before altogether unexperienced light 
and life, are in the hands of an angry God. 
However you may have reformed your life in 
many things, and may have had religious 
a ffections, 7  and may keep up a form of religion 
in your families and closets, 8  and in the house of 
God, it is nothing but his mere pleasure that 
keeps you from being this moment swallowed up 

in everlasting destruction. 
The God that holds you over the pit of hell, 

much as one holds a spider, or some loathsome 
insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully 
provoked: his wrath towards you burns like fire; 
he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, bu,  
to be cast into the fire; he is of purer eyes than t. 
bear to have you in his sight; you are ten thousa 
times more abominable in his eyes, than the mo 
hateful venomous serpent is in ours. You have 
offended him infinitely more than ever a stubbo 
rebel did his prince; and yet it is nothing but 
hand that holds you from falling into the fire 
every moment. It is to be ascribed to nothing 
else, that you did not go to hell the last night; 
that you was suffered' to awake again in this: 
world, after you closed your eyes to sleep. An 
there is no other reason to be given, why you 
have not dropped into hell since you arose in 
morning, but that God's hand has held you 
There is no other reason to be given why yo, 

4. natural men: people who have not been "born aga 

5. fain: rather. 

6. Mediator: Jesus Christ, who mediates, or is the me 
of bringing about, salvation. 

7. affections: feelings or emotions. 

8. closets: private rooms for meditation. 

9. suffered: permitted. 

a pease-(e-pez i ) v.' to bring peace, quiet, or calm to; soothe 
hOthsome.(loth sem) adj. arousing great dislike 

(41-h6r 1) v to regard with disgust 
*friab le le-b6M i e-ne-bel) adj. thoroughly detestable 
eriba le-akrib i l v. to attribute to a specified cause or source 
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REFLECT 

RETHINK 

FROM PERSONAL RESPONSE TO CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

1. In your notebook, describe the most vivid image from this 

sermon and how it made you feel. 

2. Would you want to hear another of Edwards's 
sermons? Explain why or why not. 	 ANOTHER PATHWAY 

3. Why do you think people were 	 Cooperative Learning 

persuaded to change their lives as a 
result of Edwards's sermon? 
Consider 

• what he wants his congregation to 

do and why 
• the emotions he appeals to in the first 

paragraphs and in the last paragraphs of 

the excerpt 

How would you describe the view of human beings and 
the view of God presented in this sermon? 

Are Edwards's methods of persuasion ones that are likely to work on you? Consider 
what you wrote for the Personal Connection activity on page 160. 

Compare Edwards with a contemporary religious or political leadef who'has inspired 

great numbers of people. 
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Persuasive writing often contains loaded 
language—words with strong connotations, or ' 

emotional associations. For example, contrast the 

word child with the more loaded words brat and 

cherub. A writer would use brat to create a 

negative feeling in the reader and cherub to create i 
. a positive feeling. Part of what makes Jonathan 

Edwards's sermon so effective is his choice of 
loaded words. Choose a passage from the excerpt 
that you think is especially persuasive, and list 
words and phrases that arouse strong emotions. 

• Try to weaken the passage by replacing those 
.• words and phrases with more neutral ones. Read 

both passages aloud and discuss differences. 

16 Draft a letter to E 
Reisonal response 
views p 

2. Edward 	HI E  [- 

being ti 	di i  

in-Pr-t 	I- I 

comparison 	I 

E 3 	.1 	 y. eheve 

'.16:50  hocisi 4 

, 	n 4--*Irebtiine 
talk iji:yb(r,:*0416ijjye to tit:hatl;1111;e•i 

I I 'r 	Si4t:i;0i:it1e.J41.rifjP....i  

1_13 PolitecAlg...500 your w 

to us ... 1e0ter.  as 4 • "1 %! 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9

