
English 3 
Mrs. Leone 
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
Study Guide Questions 
 
Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Chapter 1 
 

1. Where is the narrator’s brother? 

 

2. What does the narrator mean when he calls his brother a “prostitute”? 

 

3. The narrator is manager of which team? 

 

4. Why is the narrator leaving school? 

 

5. Whom does he visit at the end of the chapter? 

 

6. What is the narrator’s name? 

 

Chapter 2 

1. How was Mr. Spencer dressed? 

 

2. Why was Holden visiting? 

 

3. What was Holden’s really bad history essay about? 

 

4. Which animals does Holden think about while he talks to Mr. Spencer? 

 

5. What seems to be the reason Mr. Spencer called Holden to his house? What does he keep emphasizing at the 
end of the chapter? 

 

6. How does Holden feel about the “game of life”? 



 

Chapter 3 

1. What is the story behind the name of the Ossenberger Memorial Wing dorm? 

 

2. What piece of clothing accessory did Holden buy in New York? 

 

3. Holden claims to be illiterate but what does he love to do? 

 

4. Name one of the many annoying things Ackley does after he barges into Holden’s room. 

 

5. What does Stradlater want to borrow from Holden for his date? 

 

Chapter 4 

1. What does Holden mean when he calls Stradlater a “secret slob”? 

 

2. What does Stradlater ask Holden to do for him as a favor? 

 

3. What is Stradlater doing the whole time while they talk in the bathroom? 

 

4. What game did Holden used to play with Jane Gallagher? 

 

5. Who is Holden ironically relieved to see after Stradlater leaves? 

 

Chapter 5 

1. What kind of food are the students served on Saturdays? 

 

2. What do Brossard, Ackley, and Holden do together in this chapter? 

 

3. What does Holden write about for Stradlater’s composition and why is this particular item so important to 
Holden? 
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4. Who is Allie? 

 

5. What happened to Allie? 

 

6. What are some of Ackley’s problems that make you feel sorry for him? 

 

Chapter 6 

1. Why is Holden so concerned about what happened with Jane Gallagher and Stradlater? What does this 
possibly reveal about Holden? 

 
 

 
2. What does Holden do after Stradlater criticizes the essay? 

 
 
 

3. Why does Holden take a swing at Stradlater? 
 
 
 

4. What does Stradlater do after Holden calls him a moron? 
 
 
 

5. Whose room does Holden go into after Stradlater leaves? 
 
 
 
Chapter 7 

1. Holden wakes up Ackley to ask him to play what game? 

 

2. Where does Holden ask Ackley if he can sleep? 

 

3. What obsessive thought keeps Holden from sleeping? 

 

4. What does Holden decide to do after he leaves Ackley’s room? 

 

5. Why does Holden get sad when he packs the ice skates his mom bought for him? 

 



Chapter 8 

1. How does Holden get to New York? 

 

2. Whom does Holden meet on his way to New York? 

 

3. What does Holden offer his new acquaintance? 

 

4. How is Holden able to be served drinks? 

 

5. What is Holden’s lie for why he left school early? 

 

Chapter 9 

1. The cab driver thinks Holden is kind of crazy for asking him a certain question.  What is this question?  Is it a 
question that he has been concerned with before? 
 
 

 
2. What is Holden deliberating over in the phone booth, and what does he decide to do? 

 
 
 

3. What strange thing is the man in the other hotel room doing when Holden spies on him? 
 
 
 

4. Whom does Holden call from the hotel and why? 
 
 
 

5. Why is the woman on the phone initially so upset with Holden? 
 
 
 

6. Does Holden have cocktails with the woman he calls? 
 
 
 
Chapter 10 

1. What does Holden think of his little sister Phoebe? 

 

2. What happens when Holden tries to order a drink at the Lavender Club? 



 

3. What does Holden ask the three girls at the next table? 

 

4. What impresses Holden about the blonde girl? 

 

5. What does Holden buy for the girls? 

 

Chapter 11 

1. How did Holden meet Jane? 

 

2. Which sport did Holden help Jane improve at? 

 

3. What does Holden think Jane does especially well? 

 

4. What did Jane do one time in the movie theater that “knocked him out”? 

 

5. Where does Holden ask the cab to take him at the end of Chapter 11? 

 

Chapter 12 

1. What do Holden and the cab driver get into a heated discussion about? 

 

2. What instrument is everyone listening to at Ernie’s? 

 

3. Who is Holden eavesdropping on at the two tables to his right and left? 

 

4. Who approaches Holden? 

 

5. What does Holden do after he shakes hands and parts ways with them?  

 



Chapter 13 

1. How does Holden get back to the hotel? 

 

2. Does Holden like physical confrontation? 

 

3. What does the guy in the elevator ask Holden? 

 

4. What does Sunny do right away that makes Holden uncomfortable? 

 

5. What does Holden suggest he and Sunny do instead of have sex? Is he willing to pay her? 

 

Chapter 14 

1. To whom does Holden talk (an absent person) when he gets depressed? 

 

2. What is Holden’s view of Jesus and the Disciples? 

 

3. Why do Sunny and Maurice show up at Holden’s room? 

 

4. What does Maurice do to Holden? 

 

5. What does Holden fantasize about while he stumbles to the bathroom? 

 

Chapter 15 

1. Why does Holden call Sally? 

 

2. Where does Holden stash his bags and get breakfast? 

 

3. To whom does Holden talk while he eats breakfast and what does he give them? 

 



4. Which character in Romeo and Juliet is Holden’s favorite? 

 

5. According to Holden, what do Catholic people always want to know? 

 

Chapter 16 

1. About whom is Holden thinking? 

 

2. What does Holden want to get for Phoebe? 

 

3. What is the little boy on the street doing? 

 

4. Which play did D.B take Phoebe and Holden to see, where Holden didn’t like Lawrence Olivier? 

 

5. What does Holden do when he gets to the Museum of Natural History? 

 

Chapter 17 

1. Whom is Holden watching at the Biltmore? 

 

2. Where is Holden taking Sally? 

 

3. Where does Sally want to go afterwards? 

 

4. What activity do they do there? 

 

5. Did Holden mean it when he asked Sally to run away with him? 

 

Chapter 18 

1. What was Jane’s excuse when Holden asked her why her ex-boyfriend was such a jerk? 

 



2. Why does Holden call Carl Luce? 

 

3. What does Holden do to kill time? 

 

4. Why did Holden think the woman who cried through the movie was a phony? 

 

5. Does Holden like the Army? 

 

6. What book does Holden love? 

 

Chapter 19 

1. Which country are the two female singers at the Wicker bar from? 

 

2. What kind of celebrity gossip does Luce talk about? 

 

3. What does Holden ask Luce about? 

 

4. What ethnicity is Luce’s girlfriend? 

5. What does Luce recommend to Holden? 

 

Chapter 20 

1. What does Holden fantasize about when he’s drunk? 

 

2. Whom does Holden call when he’s drunk after he leaves the bar? 

 

3. What does Holden drop and break by accident when he’s in Central Park? 

 

4. What does Holden imagine while he’s sitting out by the frozen lagoon in the middle of the night? 

 



5. Where does he decide to go when he leaves the park? 

 

Chapter 21 

1. What does Holden consider a “terrific break”? 

 

2. Whose room does Phoebe sleep in? 

 

3. What does Holden read? 

 

4. What does Holden promise to attend? 

 

5. What does Phoebe figure out all on her own? 

 

Chapter 22 

1. Where does Holden claim he is going to go? 

 

2. What was the old veteran looking for in the bathroom at Pencey, according to Holden? 

 

3. Who was James Castle and what happened to him? 

 

4. What does Holden tell Phoebe he wishes he could be, instead of a lawyer or scientist? 

 

5. Whom does Holden call when he leaves Phoebe? 

 

Chapter 23 

1. What does Mr. Antolini offer to Holden? 

 

2. What do Phoebe and Holden do? 

 



3. Who comes home and startles Phoebe and Holden? 

 

4. What does Holden do when Phoebe gives him her Christmas dough? 

 

5. What does Holden give Phoebe before he leaves? 

 

Chapter 24 

1. Where does Holden go after he leaves Phoebe? 

 

2. Why did Holden hate his Oral Expression class? 

 

3. Who is older – Mr. or Mrs. Antolini? 

 

4. What does Mr. Antolini say that Holden is “in love with”? 

 

5. What wakes up Holden in the middle of the night and why does he freak out? 

Chapter 25 

1. Where does Holden decide to sleep after he leaves Mr. Antolini’s house? 

 

2. Holden reads a magazine which leads him to worry about what?. 

 

3. What spooky thought does Holden get at the edge of every block and who does he talk to about it? 

 

4. Why does Phoebe have a suitcase when she comes to meet Holden? 

 

5. What makes Holden “so damn happy” at the end of Chapter 25? 

 

Chapter 26 

1. What does Holden not want to talk about? 



 

2. Who asks Holden if he plans to apply himself? 

 

3. Did Holden leave town after his adventure in New York? 

 

4. Who has returned to see Holden? 

 

5. According to Holden, if you tell anybody anything, what will happen? 

 


