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Chapters 1 - 7 

Narration  

Objective: 	Discussing the narrative technique used in the story 

Activity 

In order to understand the type of narrator in a novel, the reader should answer the following questions: 

• Is the narrator part of the story? If so, how much influence does he or she have on. what happens? To what 
degree does the narrator participate in the action (just observe, participate some, or participate fully)? 

• Is the narrator conscious of the storytelling and commenting on it or not? 

• Is the narrator's presentation of the situation and people reliable, partially reliable, or biased? 

• Does the narrator take the reader inside his or her mind? 

• Is the reader listening in on one character telling the story to another? 

• Is the narration written in the form of a diary or letter? 

• Is the narrator male, female, old, or young, and how does this matter? 

• Is the-narrator telling a story from a significant time in the past? 

Divide the class into small groups. In your group, answer the previous questions about The Catcher in the 
Rye. For each question that you answer "Yes," copy a quotation that supports your answer. For example, 
"Yes" Holden is part of the story. 

"PH just tell you about this madman stuff that happened to me around last Christmas...." 

Each group should present its answers to the class and discuss the observations about Holden as a narrator. 
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Chapters 1 - 7 

Style (cont.)  

Objective: 	Understanding the concept of style and recognizing the elements that characterize it 

Activity II 

In Chapter 1, Holden tells the reader, What I was really hanging around for, I was trying to feel some kind 
of a good-bye. I mean I've left schools and places I didn't even know I was leaving them. I hate that. I don't 
care if it's a sad good-by or a bad good-by, but when I leave a place I like to know I'm leaving it. If you don't, 
you feel even worse. 

Since Holden has been expelled from the prep school, he is trying to bring closure to his experience there. 
Think of a time that you had to leave a place or bring an experience to a conclusion. Use the following 
Closure Chart to note details of how you brought the experience to a satisfactory conclusion. 

CLOSURE ACTIVITY 

A time you had to say good-bye 

When: 	  

Where: 	  

Who was involved; what was that person's/their relation to you: 	  

Why you had to leave or end the experience: 	  

What you did to say good-bye: 	  

• First: 	  

• Second: 	  

• Third: 	  

How things ended: 	  
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Chapters 3 - 5 

ymbolism, Inference, and Theme 

Objectives: Understanding symbolism 
Inferring the possible thematic significance of symbols 

Activity 

Date: 	  

Holden gives the reader extensive details about Allie's glove and about his own red hunting hat. Complete 
the following pages about these symbols. Then, write two paragraphs: one about the symbolism of Allie's 
glove and one about the symbolism of Holden's red hunting hat. 
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ALLIE'S GLOVE 

Description of the Glove: 	  

The reasons Holden has kept the glove: 

1.	  
2.	  

The way the glove is connected to the story: 

Theme suggested: 

HOLDEN'S HUNTING CAP 

Description: 	  

The reasons Holden has the cap: 

2. 	  

The way the cap is connected to the story: 

Holden seems to be hunting or: 

Symbolism of the hat: 
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