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Post Reading 

Symbolism 

Objective: 	Interpreting symbols present in the text 

Activity 

A symbol is something concrete that represents something more abstract or intangible, such as a 
concept or idea. Miller uses several symbols throughout Death of a Salesman to add depth and meaning 
to an otherwise simple drama. 

Explain the symbolism of the items listed. The first has been done for you. 

1. The Jungle: 

The Jungle that Ben emerged from made him an extremely rich man and earned him the undying 
adoration of his brother Willy. It represents the often dark, confusing, and chaotic nature of life 
and business. Unlike Ben, however, Willy never finds his "diamond? (success and happiness). 

2. Seeds and the Garden: 

3. Biff's thievery: 

4. Stockings: 
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Rage rage Death of a Salesroom 

Name: 	  

Post Reading 

Theme 

Objective: 	Extrapolating and explaining theme 

Activity 

Date: 	  

One major theme in Death of a .Salesman is that of illusion versus reality. The very structure of the play 
promotes this theme with Willy Loman's frequent forays into flashbacks and the overlapping of the 
past with the present. Willy is not alone, however, in having problems distinguishing fantasy from 
reality—the entire Loman family has the same difficulty. 

For each of the characters and/or situations listed, explain the illusion as it conflicts with the reality of 
their experience. The first has been done for you as an example. 

1. Willy and "the New England man" (Pg. 14): 

Willy tries to pass himself off as an important salesman vital to the New England area, when in 
fact he is disrespected by his business associates, and, judging by the lack of attendees at his 
funeral, not particularly well-liked. 

2. Linda and the illusion of the perfect marriage and family: 

3. Willy's idolatry of Ben as the definition of success: 

4. Bills and his family's image of himself as a salesman: 

After explaining the illusion as it exists for each of the above characters and situations, summarize in a 
single statement what point the play is making about illusions. 
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Name: 	
	

Date: 	  

Entire Play 

Quotation Analysis 

Objective: 	Understanding and interpreting dramatic fiction through contextual clues 

Activity 

A number of significant lines from throughout the play are given in the following chart, accompanied by a question direct-
ed toward comprehending and interpreting the passage. Use the quotation to answer each question in the space provided. 
The first has been done for you as an example. 

Passage Question Response 

"I'm the New England man. Pm vital in 
New England." (Pg. 14) 

Willy tells his wife this when she asks 
him to go to his boss and request a 
transfer so he doesn't have to do as 
much traveling. What does his response 
tell you about how he sees himself? 
After reading the play, why do you 
think these lines are ironic? 

Willy is desperate to see himself in a 
position of importance for his company. 
He tells himself that it is because he is 
vital for the company's New England 
business that he remain there instead of 
being in New York. It is ironic because 
the exact opposite is true; he is kept in 
New England because he is of little 
value to the company. 

"...the man who makes an appearance 
in the business world, the man who 
creates personal interest, is the man 
who gets ahead. Be liked and you will 
never want." (Pg. 33) 

What do these lines reveal about Willy 
Lomaift values? How have they shaped 
his sons' lives? 

"Why, boys, when I was seventeen I 
walked into the jungle, and when I was 
twenty-one I walked out.. And by God 
I was rich." (Pg. 48) 

Who says these lines? Why are they 
significant? 

"you can't eat the orange and throw the 
peel away—a man is not a piece of 
fruit." (Pg. 82) 

Who says this to whom and why? 

"After all the highways, and the trains, 
and the appointments, and the years, 
you end up worth more dead than 
alive." (Pg. 98) 

Who says this to whom and why are 
these words prophetic? 

"I've got to get some seeds. I've got to 
get some seeds, right away. Nothingb 
planted. I don't have a thing in the 
ground." (Pg. 122) 

Willy tells the waiter that he must get 
some seeds in the ground. Why do you 
think he feels compelled to plant some 
seeds? (What is symbolic in this 
gesture?) 

"No man only needs a little salary" (Pg. 
137) 

Who says this and what does it mean? 
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