
English 3 
Mrs. Leone 
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
Final Essay 
 
After reading/watching Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, it is very clear that Willy 
Loman is a suffering individual.  But what is he suffering from?  In your final essay, you 
must prove exactly that to your reader.  What is Willy Loman suffering from?  Does he have 
a diagnosable mental disorder?  Is he just a victim of unfortunate circumstances and unable 
to cope when life gets him down?  Or is there something else going on here? 
 
For this assignment, you will be writing a well constructed, well supported and well-
organized “five-paragraph-style” essay.   
 
You will be turning this paper into turnitin.com so you must make sure that you have enrolled in 
our class using the turnitin.com information located under “useful links” on our class website.  
(See me if you need help with this!!)  You will not be turning in a hard copy of this paper. 
 
Format 
3-5 pages 
Times New Roman 12 pt font 
Double Spaced (heading single spaced) 
1” Margins 
Formal Voice (see back of paper for formal voice quick reference) 
 
You will be graded on: 
 Organization 
 Format 
 Grammar/Mechanics 
 Construction of mature/intelligent thesis and support 
 Content (include specific examples and EXPLAIN them) 

o You must use at least 4 CREDIBLE sources 
o In-text citations 
o Works Cited Page 
o At least 2 direct quotes per body paragraph (cited correctly) 

 Writing Style/Fluency (does your essay sound intelligent?) 

 

 

 

**On Monday we will discuss citation formats and suggested outlines, but 

first you must begin constructing your thesis and come up with a claim! 

 

 

 



 

Formal Voice Quick Reference 

 NO personal pronouns 

 NO contractions 

 parallel verb agreement 

 verb tense—books in present tense 

 italicize movie/book titles 

 NO narration 

 use last names when referring to author/scholar/character 

 shouldn’t sound conversational 

 NO cliché statements/phrases 

 NO questions 

 use formal language/appropriate (NO “idiot”, “retarded”, “hell”, etc…) 

 numbers 0-10 use the word 

 NO abbreviations 

 their/there/they’re 

 your/you’re 

 to/too/two 

 specifics vs. general examples—always use specific examples 

 correct in-text citation formats 

 
 
 


