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Act One 

Characterization 

Objectives: Distinguishing between direct and indirect characterization 
Using characterization to draw conclusions about characters 

Activity 

Miller helps the reader identify with characters through extensive use of both direct and indirect 
characterization. In the stage directions, for example, Miller tells the reader that "Willy Loman, the 
Salesman, enters...He is past sixty years of age, dressed quietly" (Pg. 12) This is an example of direct 
characterization. In the ensuing conversation with his wife, Linda, Willy remarks about his son, Biff, 
that "Biff Loman is lost. In the greatest country in the world a young man with such—personal 
attractiveness, gets lost. And such a hard worker." (Pg. 16) The rest of the conversation reveals Biff's 
inability to find contentment in a career. Indirect characterization occurs when the reader discovers 
aspects of a character's personality through the words of other characters or through a character's own 
actions or deeds. 

Several statements about characters introduced in Act One are written in the following PERSONALITY 
CHART. Using the text and page numbers provided, look up each statement. Determine which 
character made the statement, write whether each trait is direct or indirect, and describe what aspect of 
the character's personality is being revealed. Refer to the examples in the previous paragraph for help. 
We have provided the name of the character being referred to in the instances where that information 
is ambiguous. 
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PERSONALITY CHART 

Statement Page 
Character 

Referred To 
Direct or 
Indirect? 

Character Trait Revealed? 

"Most often jovial, she 
has developed an iron 
repression of her 
exceptions to Willy's 
behavior—she more 
than loves him, she 
admires him..." 

Linda . 

"Not finding yourself at 
the age of thirty-four is 
a disgrace!" 

"[He] is tall, powerful- 
ly made. Sexuality is 
like a visible color on 
him, or a scent that 
many women have.  
discovered." 

"Don't be a pest... What 
an anemic!" 

"Just mending my 
stockings. They're so 
expensive—" 

"He is a large man, 
slow of speech, laconic, 
immovable. In all he 
says, despite what he 
says, there is pity..." 

"Stop making excuses 
for him! He always, 
always wiped the floor 
with you. Never had an 
ounce of respect for 
you." 

5-25 
	

Reproducible Student Worksheet 


	Page 1
	Page 2

