
Writing Prompts 
A. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who 
are alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Write 
an essay that shows how a character's alienation reveals the surrounding society's 
assumptions and moral values. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

B. Many plays and novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, two cities 
or towns, two houses, or the land and the sea) to represent opposed forces or ideas that 
are central to the meaning of the work. From this novel, explain how the places differ, 
what each place represents, and how their contrast contributes to the meaning of the work. 
Do not merely summarize the plot. 

C. Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way. The 
chronological sequence of events may be altered, or time may be suspended or 
accelerated. Show how the author's manipulation of time contributes to the effectiveness 
of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

D. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in 
which you discuss how a character in the novel struggles to free himself or herself from 
the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your 
essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. 

E. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures — national, 
regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character's sense of 
identity into question. Choose a novel in which a character responds to such a cultural 
collision. Write a well-organized essay in which you describe the character's response 
and explain its relevance to the work as a whole. 

3. You must also bring with you a complete index card for the novel you chose to 
readapt This will be collected %NA 90 g,T 4514  The cardaibe 
neatly hand-written allil You may use the back of the card if necessary. 

prompt. The index card MUST be 46 x Le, he 
and should contain the following information: 

INDEX CARD INFORMATION 

o o 	title, author, date (also what period of English or American Literature it falls into) 
o 	list of main characters and tole they play in book 

o o 	list of main places/brief description 
o o 	list of significant critical and/or essential events/problems that occur throughout book 

social/political/philosophical agenda(s) of author: why was this book written? what insight into human 
nature or the human condition does this book offer? (think THEMES) 

o o 	list any major short significant quotations-make them easy to remember 
▪ 0 	brief synopsis of ending & how author achieved closure 
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