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Investigative Journalism 

Objective: Understanding the genre of investigative journalism 
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Date: 	  

Investigative journalism is a kind of reporting that seeks to expose the truth about a particular topic. While 
a regular news reporter might use information that is public or easy to obtain, the investigative reporter 
has a more difficult job. The reporter has to gather sensitive information (which may be unavailable or 
protected), interview people who do not want to talk about the subject, and put together difficult clues. 
In the book Into the Wild, the author, Jon Krakauer, uses investigative journalism to give readers a picture 
of his subject Chris McCandless. 

Form groups of two or three other people. Imagine that the members of your group are an investigative 
reporting team. Choose one of the stories in the following chart to investigate, and fill in the corresponding 
boxes with what your group feels is the most plausible information. Then, as a team, create your own 
scenario and complete the corresponding boxes. When the charts on the following page, are complete, 
compare answers in a class discussion, and share the story your group created with your classmates. 
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INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM CHART 

Story 
Records That Might Be 

Helpful 
Possible 

Interviewees 
Possible Obstacles 

A bus carrying a group of 
tourists from Pennsylvania 
to New York crashes, 
killing two. There are 
rumors that worn-out 
brakes are to blame for the 
accident. 

police reports; death certificate; 
private memos; e-mails; legal 
documents filed on behalf of 
victims or bus company 

bus company 
employees; expert 
mechanics; witnesses 
to the accident; 
accident victims 

The bus company 
may want to protect 
itself; Victims and/ 
or witnesses may be 
too traumatized or 
intimidated to talk. 

Carl Ramirez, a twenty- 
nine-year-old elementary- 
school teacher, fails to 
show up for his job one 
Monday morning. Police 
can find no trace of 
him or his wife, Sandra, 
although their home does 
not appear to have been 
disturbed in any way. 

A leading research 
scientist accuses her boss 
of forcing her to record 
false results in several 
studies of a popular allergy 
medication. 
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